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10 June 1852

Holland, Michigan

The Consistory of the First Reformed Church consisting of Rev. Albertus Van Raalte,
elders H. Broek, J. A. Wilterdink, W. Appeldoorn, G. J. Hekhuis, J. Labots, and deacons,
A. de Weerd, G. W. Wilterdink, and T. Keppel at this meeting heard from three members
of the congregation who felt that the Consistory had not done enough to restore and
honor the name of the pastor due to the controversy raised by Editor Doesburg in his
paper. Van Raalte's response that it was simply necessary for him to bear this all
patiently with warm love.

In Dutch; translation by Rev. William Buursma.

Original in the collection of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of
Holland, Hope College, the Minutes of the Consistory, volume I, pp. 46-48.
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Consistory Meeting of June 10, 1852
ARTICLE 1 — Present are: Rev. A. C. van Raalte, president; H. Broek, J. A. Wilterdink,
W. Appeldoorn, G. J. Hekhuis, J. Labots, elders; A. de Weerd, G. W. Wilterdink, T.
Keppel, deacons.
ARTICLE 2 — The president opened the meeting with prayer.
ARTICLE 3 — The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved.
ARTICLE 4 — The brethren Hellenthal, Klopshuis, and Kooijers came to the assembly
and declared that, according to his own statement, Rev. van Raalte feels that the slander
in the newspaper, The Hollander, has made his work in the congregation impossible. In
their judgment, the consistory has not done enough to publicly restore and maintain the
good honor of his name. They fear that there is a barrier in our midst, making it
impossible for the Lord to dwell in our fellowship with his blessing. When asked what
could be done to remove this barrier, in the midst of the congregation, they reply that
Rev, van der Meulen, in The Hollander, has written about Rev. van Raalte and his person
in a covert way
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attacking Rev. van Raalte by presenting to the people in general, including those outside
of our colony, a negative view of van Raalte. They conclude that the Rev, van der
Meulen should be admonished and required to publicly confess in the above-mentioned
paper of the error of his way. Should he not be willing to do this, classis should deal with
the matter, so that he may come to express sorrow for his sins so that the wounds that the
congregation has incurred may be healed.
Rev. van Raalte replies that he is not called upon to defend himself, but to bear patiently
and in warm love to respond. We, too, are called upon to make a judgment in love,
particularly because of the difficult times in which we find ourselves, and the increment
in the tax list.. This has not been well understood, but we hope that the bitterness will be
of a temporary and passing nature.
We must also take into consideration that Rev. van der Meulen has already given
expression to his disapproval of various matters. Recently he has also withdrawn from
involvement in the paper by no longer sending in material.
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The consistory informs the above-mentioned brethren that their concern is limited to this
congregation, and that the consistories from other places have been called together only
in order to give advice in these congregational concerns.
Consequently, they are not able to go further in this matter; also because their own name
and honor is involved.
After much further conversation, it was decided to deal with great patience. In
circumstances such as this, we are not to exercise discipline too quickly, nor to request
classis to issue a condemnation. Instead we are to pray to the Lord for a loving heart
filled with a willingness to forgive, so that we may dwell in love, seeking first to honor
our God and the welfare of the flock. We may not run ahead of the matter, but are to wait
upon the Lord, who will ultimately confirm the right and either punish or convert the
sinners.
A. C. van Raalte, president
J. Labots, clerk
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